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I cannot recall who was put in 

charge of weather for the 2022 

Fall Meeting in Columbia, but 

they did a superb job.  Friday was 

a bit damp, but no one 

complained.  Lottie Bushmann, 

John Besser, and I divvied up 

meeting planning tasks (they had 

the lion’s share) and the 

teamwork made it seem almost 

effortless.  Thank you, Lottie, 

John, and all who contributed in 

so many ways—leading field trips, 

table cleaning, food serving, 

dishwashing—all the unheralded 

things that make a meeting 

successful.  A special thanks to 

former president June Newman 

for name tag making and desk sitting.  See more about the meeting 

on p.178. 

 

At the Board meeting, the slate was approved (and voted upon by 

the membership Saturday) with Edge Wade, president, Michael 

O’Keefe, vice president, Terry McNeely, Mike Grant,  

Phil Wire, and Tommy Goodwin, directors.  Appointments of Tommy 

Goodwin as treasurer, Kevin Wehner as webmaster, Greg Leonard 

as membership chair, and Allen Gathman as Bluebird editor were 

approved.  

 

Michael’s move to the vice presidency opened a director position.  

Dan Getman of Kirksville has been appointed to fill it and will stand 

for election to complete the term next September.  A brief birding bio

-sketch appeared in the November eNews emailed to MBS members. 

The coming months of the eNews will feature more bio-sketches to 

acquaint members with the volunteers who make decisions and 

deliver services. 

 

Among MBS actions in recent months are acquiring liability 

insurance, and the development and activation of a registry for 
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permits to access for birding University of Missouri agriculture 

research sites in central Missouri see p.179.  65 permits were issued 

by November 1.  MBS is offering this service free to members and 

non-members, alike.  Birders will be charged $5.00 for replacement 

tags. 

 

Our web designer, Ann Johnson, has begun a facelift for 

Mobirds.org.  that will include making the site more compatible with 

mobile devices.  If you have suggestions for changes, email me. 

 

The CACHE/SPARKS program continues with commitments to bird 

conservation areas and state parks, produce birding site guides, and 

maintaining checklists.  We’re working with applicants for 

partnership grant projects made possible with the funds generated 

by the program. 

 

Although we are now able to get together for meetings and field 

trips, the virtual-based identification trainings and workshops 

proved to be popular.  We’ll be delivering more this coming year.  

Watch Mobirds-L and eNews for announcements. 

 

The 2023 Spring Meeting will be in Cape Girardeau, April 28-30; 

Fall Meeting will be at Bunker Hill Resort in response to requests 

by several members, September 22-24, 2023. 

 

Bodacious birding! 
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Remember, new members are our future. If a new member lives  

near you, say, “Howdy and welcome to MBS.” In addition, recruit 

another new member. Welcome to these 15 new MBS  

members in the 4th quarter of 2022! 

 

Leslie Lanigan  Kansas City, MO 

Jennifer Winter  Warrensburg, MO 

Becky Selzer   Kansas City, MO 

Chrystal Shields  Blue Springs, MO 

Kathie Barnes  Washington, MO 

Scott Kinney   Pella, IA 

Rosemarie Richardson Jefferson City, MO 

Grace Jordan   Fair Play, MO 

Taylor Leesnitzer  St. Louis, MO 

Rich Stanton   Columbia, MO 

Donald Love   Columbia, MO 

Howard Hinkel  Columbia, MO 

Tammy Gillespie  Columbia, MO 

Shelly Colatskie  Cedar Hill, MO 

Brenda Morris  Lohman, MO 

Subscribe to the MOBIRDS Listserv! 

If you are curious about what birds are being seen around Missouri, 

have a question about a bird, enjoy sharing your birding experienc-

es, want to know what field trips are coming up, want to meet other 

birders online, the MBS sponsored MOBIRDS listserv is for you.  

Join the active Missouri birding community by subscribing here: 

https://po.missouri.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=MOBIRDS-L&A=1 

 

Please note that MBS members are NOT automatically subscribed 

to the listserv. You must subscribe yourself by going to the link 

above. 

Also, all listserv posts are retained in a searchable archive: 

https://po.missouri.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=MOBIRDS-L 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MBS MEMBERS! 
Greg Leonard 
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The Missouri Birding Society (MBS), Missouri’s ornithological society since 

1901, is pleased to announce an annual scholarship to support graduate 

level ornithological research at Missouri universities and colleges. MBS, 

with over 300 members throughout Missouri, is dedicated to the 

preservation and protection of birds and all wildlife forms and habitat, to 

the education of the citizenry toward appreciation of the natural world, and 

to wise conservation practices related to people and wildlife. 

 

MBS is providing $3,000 which will be given to the applicant’s academic 

institution, which shall monitor the award without receiving any facilities 

and administration (indirect) fees. Funds from MBS’s Graduate Research 

Scholarship are to be used in support of research or field work in 

ornithology, or in an area of study that will directly benefit birds or bird 

habitat.  Graduate students enrolled at a Missouri university or college are 

eligible to apply. 

 

Applicants should submit the following materials: 

1. A cover page detailing your contact information (mailing address, phone 

number, email address) and the same contact information for your 

institution which also indicates where the check should be mailed. 

2. The title of the research project, and a description of the nature and 

location of the proposed field work and/or research.  Review the goals and 

hypotheses to be tested.  If field data will be further analyzed in the lab, 

please indicate the extent of this analysis. 

3. A budget for the expected costs.  Itemize scientific supplies and 

equipment costs and justify their need and cost.  For auto mileage and per 

diem expenses, use your institution’s official rate. 

4. A curriculum vitae or brief statement of your academic career including 

education and degrees (institutions and dates), a brief summary of related 

courses including grades (transcripts are not required), and conservation-

related activities. 

Two letters of recommendation submitted by former or current faculty.  One 

must be from your academic advisor stating that a) you are a student 

currently registered for a M.S. or Ph.D. degree, and b) that the expenses 

potentially covered by this scholarship are not already covered by existing 

funds. 

Request For Application: 

The Missouri Birding Society  

Graduate Research Scholarship 
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Students should submit their application electronically (as a Word 

document or in PDF format) to the MBS Scholarship Chair, Sarah 

Kendrick, at sarah_kendrick@fws.gov.  Faculty should submit their letters 

of recommendation to the same email address.  All application materials 

must be received by 5:00 pm CST on January 15, 2023. 

 

Recipients will by notified by March 1, 2023.  Recipients should submit a 

brief (two to three pages) written report within a year of receiving the funds 

and shall acknowledge the MBS Graduate Research Scholarship in any 

resulting published material.  Recipients may also be invited to a future 

spring or fall MBS meeting to present their research findings. 

The Missouri Birding Society membership year runs from January 1 to 

December 31. All MBS memberships other than Life Memberships are due 

for renewal now. If you are a new member who joined MBS after September 

30, 2022, you do not need to renew until December 2023. You may renew 

your membership online or use the membership renewal form on the back 

cover of any recent Bluebird. 

To renew online, go to MBS’s website, www.mobirds.org/ASM/

Membership.aspx and follow the directions. 

Online renewal has an advantage in that you may use the online form and 

still write a traditional check, or you can pay directly, using PayPal. You do 

not need to establish a PayPal account to use this service. Yes, MBS pays a 

small fee (74 cents per membership) for this PayPal service. This online 

service saves the Membership Chair and the Treasurer (both volunteers) a 

lot of time and work. Further, this saves you the need for a stamp and 

envelope and makes the renewal process direct. PayPal sends an email 

receipt for the transaction to you. 

Your membership is important. Membership dues support MBS’s mission of 

conservation and education, and the services to enhance your birding 

experience in Missouri. 

If you have any questions or problems with the renewal process, please feel 

free to contact me, Greg Leonard, Membership Chair:  

egreg2@yahoo.com, (573) 443-8263 

This same online process is used for new memberships also.  

Please disregard this notice if you’ve already renewed… and thank you for 

renewing! 

MBS 

Membership Renewal Notice 

mailto:sarah_kendrick@fws.gov
http://www.mobirds.org/ASM/Membership.aspx
http://www.mobirds.org/ASM/Membership.aspx
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Susan Hazelwood didn’t “take to” birding 

at first exposure.  It took one of those 

memorable spark moments to pique her 

interest and passion.  She accompanied 

her husband Don leading University of 

Missouri biology students on a trip to 

southeast Arizona.  They base camped just 

west of Portal, in the Cave Creek Canyon 

area.  Teacher and students were off 

chasing whatever wildlife presented itself; 

Susan sat quietly knitting beside the 

creek.  She heard bird sounds and looked 

up to see a group of Painted Redstarts 

flitting around her.  The hook was set. 

 

In those days there were few books about where to find birds.  There 

were no listservs, no eBird, just the scattered local telephone rare 

bird alert operations.  Susan began researching theses and 

dissertations in MU’s Ellis Library, ferreting out detailed locations 

for hard-to-find species and planning trips. 

 

She reveled in her new-found infatuation and wanted to learn more 

and to share it all with others.  She joined Columbia Audubon 

Society and found birding companions and mentors, including Ike 

Adams, Jim Wallace, Bill Goodge, Don Duncan, and Brad Jacobs.  

She contributed to the Columbia birding community as field trip 

leader, board member, vice president and president of CAS, and 

Christmas Bird Count coordinator. 

 

Susan represented the Columbia Audubon chapter as a devoted and 

active member of the Missouri Audubon Council during the 1980s 

and 1990s as the group tackled a host of conservation and 

environmental challenges.  She then served a term on the Audubon 

In Memoriam: Susan Hazelwood 
September 8, 1948 — August 28, 2022 

A Consummate Birder 

 

Edge Wade 
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Missouri Board of Trustees.   

 

Susan joined the Audubon Society of Missouri (now Missouri 

Birding Society) and began decades of service to Missouri birders 

including several terms on the board, then as vice president (1998-

2000) and president (2000-2002) and 16 years on the MBS graduate 

research scholarship committee.  Along the way, she found time to 

contribute articles to The Bluebird.    

 

Susan was the faithful base of the telephone service Missouri Rare 

Bird Hotline for 12 years, receiving inquiry and report calls and 

making recordings to place on the line updating bird reports. She 

then coordinated the transition to the online hot line.  

 

As ASM/MBS representative, she contributed her expertise to the 

steering committee of the Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative, the 

70+ member organization bird conservation coalition, for 17 years, 

serving as MoBCI’s grant review committee chair and then 

overseeing the Jerry Wade Youth Habitat Education program.  

 

Mobirds-L has been the ASM/MBS listserv for Missouri birders 

since its inception by Chris Snook in 2000.  Hosted by the University 

of Missouri, a requirement for ownership of the listserv is affiliation 

with the University.  Susan assumed ownership about two years 

after its inception, and, with the help of David Sheu in later years, 

handled the details of monitoring, occasional chastising, and 

encouraging posters for twenty years with a steady, consistent hand. 

 

She regularly mentored a long line of newbies, often taking 

individuals or small groups to local birding sites and on forays 

throughout Missouri and well beyond seeking rare birds or just for 

the fun of it.  Her birding skills were put to use as, with the able 

assistance of Barb Duncan, she conducted breeding bird surveys for 

the United States Geological Service for 15 years. 

  

Susan and Paul McKenzie joined forces to form Show-me Tours, an 

inexpensive approach to group trip birding.  Leaders did the 

research, made contacts, planned itineraries, and drove vehicles. 
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Participants other than the leader(s) split costs of vehicle rentals 

and gas.  Everyone paid for their own food and accommodations.  

The first trip led by Paul and Susan together was to Duluth, MN in 

January 1998, inspiring a series of Missouri birders’ winter Duluth 

area adventures and Bluebird articles.  Susan also led trips to 

introduce others to her beloved southeast Arizona that included 

pilgrimage-type stops to the site where the Painted Redstarts had 

danced around her. 

 

She was among the founding members of the Boonslick chapter of 

Master Naturalists in 2004, thus extending her enthusiasm and 

experience to inspire and instruct a wider group.  She devoted more 

than 2,500 volunteer hours as a certified Missouri Master 

Naturalist. 

 

Her love of birds and all things natural led her to involvement and 

action in many aspects of conservation concerns, including serving 

on the Safe Drinking Water Commission for MO DNR for 29 years, 

and attending two National Audubon Society government leadership 

training camps in Washington D.C. in the 80-90’s focused on 

passage of the Farm Bill and educating legislators about the 

Wetland Reserve Program. 

 

Everyone who birded with Susan has tales to tell of found birds, 

missed birds, flooded campgrounds, flat tires, long drives, heat, cold, 

creek wading, mountain climbing, snow and mud slogging, and that 

infectious smile and resonating laughter along the way. 

 

To Susan we owe much birdlore passed along in cheerful seriousness 

to all who sought it.  And with it came her memorable mantras:  

Daylight is Burning!  More birds per hour!  FOCUS! 
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The variety and depth of these memories of Susan come from across 

Missouri and beyond, spanning half a century to reveal affection and 

respect for her varied skills and contributions.  

 

I met Susan Wegener as an undergraduate student at the 

University of Missouri-Columbia. I was looking for housing and 

found her note on a bulletin board in Jesse Hall announcing that she 

was looking for a roommate.  We shared an apartment until she 

married Don Hazelwood.   

We worked together at the University of Missouri.  In 2017 I 

completed certification as Master Naturalist, Boone’s Lick 

Chapter.  The Eagle Bluffs bird count would begin shortly, and I had 

been told that Susan Hazelwood was the member to see about 

participating in the count.  Of course, she said, “yes” and 

coordinated our count until the pandemic shut everything down.  In 

addition, she made sure I was invited to participate in the birding 

event at Carlisle Lake in Illinois, attending Missouri Birder’s 

meetings, and participated in the Missouri Bluebird annual 

Conference, and the birders’ send-off for Jane Fore when she 

departed for Texas.  Susan has been a good friend and mentor over 

the past 50 years; her contributions and successes are huge.  I 

personally will miss her presence; I will never forget.  Leslie J. 

Palmer, Columbia 

 

Forty-nine years ago, I transferred to Mizzou as a first-semester 

junior. At the time, SEMO did not offer a major in Wildlife Biology, 

and Mizzou had (and still has) a nationally recognized program. One 

of the first classes I took that fall was invertebrate zoology, taught 

by Dr. Don Hazelwood. Among the TAs was Susan Hazelwood, 

although not for the section I took.  

 

Part of the class, though, was a Thanksgiving break trip to the 

Florida Panhandle, centered at Panacea, Florida. Many of the class 

and the TAs went, and I really got to know Susan at that time. It 

was my first trip to Florida, and for a birder, it was a great time. 

Not only that, but the people on the trip were a great group. I 

Susan Hazelwood 

Memories and Tributes 
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remember we found an ice cream stand that had chocolate-vanilla 

“zebra” cones, and the group started calling itself the “Zebra Gang.” 

We had shirts made for Susan and Doc, with “Zebra Gang” on them. 

Doc’s also said, “Papa Doc,” and Susan’s was “Laughing Gull.” Those 

of us who knew Susan loved her enthusiastic and loud laugh, so that 

temporary nickname was appropriate! 

 

During and after her presidency, she served ASM/MBS and 

volunteered for environmental and bird monitoring activities in 

several capacities. I was amazed at how active Susan was as a 

volunteer with different environmental groups.  

 

Her bird identification skills allowed her to assist with bird 

population monitoring for the Breeding Bird Survey for 17 years.  

She served for 11 years as a lay member of the Harry S Truman 

Memorial Veterans Hospital’s subcommittee for animal studies. 

 

Perhaps most importantly for MBS, Susan was our representative to 

the Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative (MoBCI), served on the 

group’s steering committee, and was peer reviewer for MoBCI 

grants. I recently took on this role for MBS, and I hope I can do a 

fraction of what she did for the organization. Susan became a 

Certified Missouri Master Naturalist in 2008 and totaled over 2100 

hours of volunteer activity for the group. 

 

Above all, Susan was a good friend. She never failed to ask about 

Hope and Chris (our son) when I saw her. She was an absolute joy to 

work with on bird conservation and bird educational activities. She 

was always upbeat, easy to get along with, and gave very freely of 

her expertise to those who have worked with her. She was a joy to 

bird with, and Hope and I both fondly remember when she and 

Bonnie Heidy stayed at our home when we had an ASM meeting in 

Cape Girardeau some years ago. She leaves a big hole in the active 

side of MBS, and I will miss her greatly.  Bill Eddleman, Cape 

Girardeau 
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She definitely made this a better world. Her smile, laugh and 

kindness were infectious, especially her laugh. Just one small 

example of her many contributions, Susan served with distinction on 

the Missouri Safe Drinking Water Commission for a number of 

years.  

 

When no one else wanted to go, I fondly remember a January 

Minnesota owl trip I took with Susan at least 35 years ago. She's a 

great traveling companion and she loved birding.  

Robert Brundage, Jefferson City 

 

Susan introduced me to adventure birding. Our very first trip was to 

Marble Falls, TX, in Sept. of 1993 for a quick trip to get a Blue-

footed Booby. Susan, Kay Stewart and I came prepared with scopes 

just hoping to get a glimpse of the bird. It turned out that this booby 

had no fear of people. When it wasn't feeding, it stood on a diving 

board in someone's back yard as crowds gathered to see it. 

 

On the MLK weekend in 1994 Susan, Susan Dornfeld, Kay Stewart, 

Doris Fitchett, Bill [Palmer] and I took our first trip to Minnesota. It 

was 40 below zero on that particular weekend. Even with four 

people in the car, heater blasting and covered with sleeping bags, we 

couldn't get warm. Susan's target bird for that trip was a Spruce 

Grouse. We were in two cars with Susan's car in the lead. At one 

point Susan decided to turn around and go back the way we had 

come. Just as she left, the people in our car saw what looked like a 

snake come out of a snowbank. But it wasn't a snake. It was the 

head and neck of a Spruce Grouse as it burst out of the snow. Lifer 

for us, but a miss for Susan. [She was still looking for a Spruce 

Grouse the first time I went to MN with her—ew] 

 

On trips to Texas Susan would have Don Hazelwood round up all 

the birds we wanted and have them staked out for us. In 1994 Kay 

Stewart, Susan, Jude Vickery, and I met Don where he camped at 

Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park. Some of the birds we saw on 

that trip were Elf Owl, Pauraque, Cave Swallows, and a Clay-

colored Thrush. One evening, at dusk, we went to McAllen and 

rushed up and down the streets looking for parrots coming to roost. 

A fellow in a delivery truck saw us, asked if we were looking for the 
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parrots, and sent us off in the right direction. 

 

There was a trip to Colorado in 1999 with Susan, Kay Stewart, and 

Janice Gaston. We drove all night, then slept in the car in front of a 

house west of Denver so we would be there at dawn to see all the 

species of Rosy-crowned Finches coming into a feeder.  Then we 

went to a remote spot in southeastern CO to check out a booming 

site for Lesser Prairie Chickens. We found the spot and got a flat 

tire. Luckily the owner's manual for Susan's car gave excellent 

directions on how to change a tire. The next morning, we returned 

and did see the chickens. So many memories. Susan will be missed.  

Kay Palmer, Ashland 

 

Susan was one of the first people in the Missouri birding community 

who I met when we moved to Missouri almost 30 years ago.  She was 

a wonderful person and contributed much. 

We'll miss her!  Linda Frederick, Rolla 

 

My first memory of Susan Hazelwood is from a mid-1990s Columbia 

Audubon Society field trip to Swan Lake NWR led by Jim Wallace.  

The group of about 15 were tromping along behind Jim as he called 

out birds.  Susan drew his attention to a Gray Catbird deep in a 

bush that he and half the group had passed.  Like many a beginning 

birder I was struck by the “magic”.  How did she know that bird was 

in there?  I latched onto her, watching every movement, and 

hanging on every word.  She became my mentor that day—a 

relationship that lasted nearly 30 years. 

 

Susan’s mentoring was not limited to finding and identifying birds.  

She taught me how to lead birders.  “Like herding cats,” she 

laughed.  Susan laughed a lot—a big, deep wholesome laugh.  And 

she taught how to mentor.  We worked together with Jean Leonatti, 

who began birding, “just to have something to share with my dad.”   

 

Among the fun times was the day down near Smith Hatchery.  Jean 

was in the back seat as Susan and I both called out a sparrow—then 

began to dispute the field marks.  ”Eye ring.”  “No eye ring.”  “Spot 

on the breast.”  “Not a spot; streaky.”  That went on through a half 
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dozen rounds before Jean popped up, “Ladies, you’re looking out 

opposite windows.”  

 

Susan also taught the importance of building a birding community 

of trust and mutual respect, and of giving one’s time to foster that 

community.   She gave so much in so many ways, putting in the 

hours serving us all.  The Missouri birding community owes much to 

her steady guidance. 

Edge Wade, Columbia 

 

When I first joined ASM/MBS back in the late 90's, Susan was one 

of the most welcoming and enthusiastic of all the birders I met. I 

certainly enjoyed her participation in the workshops, early Audubon 

MO conferences and MBS spring/fall meetings.  She must have 

sensed my shared love of "all things Audubon" and was the one to 

recommend that I join the ASM/MBS Board, on which I served with 

her from 2002 - 2006.  When the Graduate Research Scholarship 

Program was established in 2006, Susan served on the committee 

with me from that inception to 2021.  Her professional background, 

analytical skills and communication finesse were tremendous 

contributions and made the work on the committee so easy and 

enjoyable. 

  

I was also fortunate to travel internationally with her on several 

trips which wouldn't have been nearly as much fun without her 

laugh, exuberance, always positive attitude, and ability to get new 

participants to do the famous MO Prairie Chicken dance upon 

getting a life bird.  Susan wasn't able to do our last trip, and her 

absence was sincerely felt.  Always in our hearts, I won't be able to 

see another Trogon without thinking of Susan -- there in spirit, 

sharing her enjoyment with us and reminding us to bird on.  Sue 

Gustafson, Bella Vista, AR 

 

Susan always was a joy to see when I attended Fall and Spring ASM 

events. Susan was warm-hearted, fun-loving, and knowledgeable 

and always made me feel welcome. I have forgotten the 

circumstances, but when Jerri Davis and I always attended these 

events together, one time Susan invited us to spend the night with 

her instead of heading back to Excelsior Springs and Kearney. The 

invitation was such a gracious thing to do, and we had the 
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opportunity to meet a furry friend of hers. I remember a beautiful 

cat.  Jo Ann Eldridge, Kearney 

 

When I began birding around 2000, I quickly joined the Audubon 

Society of Missouri (ASM—now MBS) and attended the Spring and 

Fall meetings, quickly getting to know Susan Hazelwood and other 

Columbia birders.  She was energetic, friendly, thoughtful, 

knowledgeable, and fun, and I was lucky to be mentored by this 

wonderful woman.  She patiently taught me identification tips, 

vocalizations, birding locations, and included me on “chasing“ trips 

around the country.  An special trip was going with her and some 

others to one of her favorite locations, Southeast Arizona.  What a 

treat!   

 

My fondest memory, though, is my trip with Susan to Alaska in 

2007.  We were roommates for three weeks.  She was a delightful 

companion, always cheerful and excited, making this a trip of a 

lifetime for both of us.   If it hadn’t been for Susan Hazelwood, I 

probably wouldn’t be the birder that I am, and hopefully I thanked 

her enough over the years.   And I, too, will never forget her special 

laugh that was hearty and frequent!  God speed, sweet Susan! 

Pat Lueders, St. Louis 

 

Susan was with MoBCI from the very start participating in the 

organization’s earliest consensus building meetings.  She, and 

maybe more than anyone, recognized that those of us who value 

birds—whether over the barrel of a shotgun or through the lens of a 

spotting scope—have so much in common with one another through 

our love of birds and our recognition that birds need secure habitats. 

Susan was one of the individuals who built bird conservation 

bridges, and her quick smile and deep laugh are memories friends 

will cherish forever. 

 

Susan chaired the MoBCI Grants Committee and led our Youth 

Habitat Education Program grants program for several years. Who 

would be surprised that she excelled at these activities after Susan 

spent much of her professional career either writing grants or 

administering them at the University of Missouri. 
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I worked with Susan on MoBCI’s financial affairs. She was our back-

up Treasurer, and I routinely consulted with her on financial 

questions. Susan conducted our first ever audits and arranged for 

other audits conducted by capable accountants. Little did I know 

when we began working together that Susan had experience as a 

Chief Financial Officer. Susan was the person who would point out 

some minor error in my financial report (usually a typo or 

misspelled word) after the meeting so as not to embarrass me. 

 

Susan Hazelwood was generous without exception. She was a 

regular and frequent MoBCI donor. For a series of MoBCI auctions 

she donated baskets of bird-themed and bird-named wines and 

liquors. I loved them and think I purchased most of them. In recent 

years Susan simply made sizable donations to MoBCI.  I guess I 

wasn’t bidding enough on the booze. 

 

Susan would not want us to linger in sadness over her passing. 

She’d want us to continue our mission and hers, to be stewards of 

birds and bird habitats, and to continue the road that lies ahead. We 

certainly missed her at the just concluded conference, but if I think 

about it, I can close my eyes and hear her laugh across the 

conference room.  Dave Erickson, Jefferson City  

 

Two memories of Susan:  she assisted our Master Naturalist 

Chapter with the first Christmas bird count tally. And she was, by 

far, the fastest knitter I've ever known. I will miss seeing her. She 

contributed so much.  Marge Lumpe, Cole Camp 

 

I’m so grateful to have known Susan. Didn’t see her much with us 

being in separate cities, but she always greeted me with a big smile 

and wanted to know how I was doing. She will be greatly missed.  

Sherry Leonardo, Grandview 

 

As a member of this list serve for 20 years or so I am very familiar 

with her work here and she did a great job.  Gave all of us some 

leeway but if lines were crossed stepped in tactfully as an 

administrator.  I met her for the first time just this spring at the 

Burrowing Owl location and talked with her for about ten 

minutes.  She will be missed.  Steve Griffaw, Jefferson City 
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Susan made a true impact on my son and influenced our family’s 

journey. May her memory be a blessing. She leaves a lasting 

legacy.  Greg Swick, Ozark 

 

At one spring meeting I was talking with Susan and mentioned that 

I had never seen a Bobolink. She told me that there was field where 

it would be a sure thing. As we were heading home on that 

Sunday, Susan had us follow her to this particular field where she 

made sure I got a life bird! I birded with her several times through 

the years, and she always was kind and made certain that we all 

saw the birds.  Dorcas Wanner, St. Louis 

 

Susan gave me much encouragement, back when I was first getting 

into birding. 

Ken Thompson, Silver Lake, OH  

 

I had the good fortune and opportunity to go birding with her 

several times. She will be sorely missed. My condolences to her 

family and friends.  Mark Gutchen, Columbia 

 

I'm so sorry to hear of Susan's passing. She was so sweet and very 

encouraging to me. We'd messaged back and forth a little bit over 

the last year and I was always amazed at her knowledge and 

kindness. She'll definitely be missed and remembered by me and my 

wife. Alex Marine, Hollister 

 

Ol’ Clark visited with Susan a few weeks back during an MU Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute Zoom class I taught matching small 

town restaurants with excellent birding sites.  A comment came 

from the crowd.  It was Susan Hazelwood commenting on another 

good restaurant in the same county where she had seen the Brown 

Booby two years earlier. 

 

I was stunned to find Susan in a group of first-time and/or backyard 

birders.  She said she was there to learn.  I was honored—but not 

surprised.  That was Susan Hazelwood.  May her name forever be 

attached to some part of the birding world.  Bill Clark, Columbia   
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The 87 attendees of the Missouri Birding Society fall meeting in 

Columbia September 23-25 included 4 young birders, ages 11-15.  

Our future looks bright!  

The Board of Directors approved re-appointment of Phil Wire, Troy, 

as secretary, Tommy Goodwin, St. Charles, treasurer, Greg Leonard, 

Columbia, membership chair, and Allen Gathman, Pocahontas, 

Bluebird editor.  Kevin Wehner, Columbia, continues as webmaster. 

At the annual Business Meeting Edge Wade, Columbia, was elected 

president and Michael O’Keefe of Independence was elected vice 

president.  Mike Grant, Chesterfield, Terry McNeely, Jameson, and 

Greg Leonard, Columbia were re-elected to the Board of Directors. 

Mary Nemecek, Kansas City, and Pete Monacell, Jefferson City, 

representing the Missouri Bird Records Committee, announced the 

top 10 birds of 2021.  

Evening events at the Poehlmann Education Center, Bradford 

Research Farm, included catered meals and time for making and 

renewing friendships and swapping tales.  Presentations were an 

introduction to central Missouri area agriculture research properties 

by Dusty Walter; a tour de force high-definition video program by 

Carl Gerhardt featuring 250 bird species found in Missouri, 

including a cameo appearance of Missouri’s surprise bird(s) of the 

year, the Limpkin; and due to the encounter of a field trip group 

with a very young Yellow-billed Cuckoo, a quick change to a 

fascinating program about illustrating with baby birds as a focus by 

Julie Zickefoose which drew multiple comments of, “That’s the best 

program we’ve ever had”. 

The 15 field trips covered a variety of habitats at Eagle Bluffs, Three 

Creeks, Rocky Fork Lake, and Little Dixie Lake conservation areas, 

Bradford Research Farm, Binder Lake and Mokane Rd., Rock 

Bridge Memorial State Park, the Columbia Nature Sanctuary, and 

3M Wetlands.  Several life birds were celebrated by all at the 

Saturday banquet with a group rendition of the Prairie-Chicken 

dance initiated by Susan Hazelwood March 21, 1998.  The bounty of 

central Missouri was confirmed with the total of 127 species at the 

tally conducted by vice president Michael O’Keefe at the Bonnie 

View Nature Area taco picnic Sunday.  

MBS Fall Meeting Report 

September 23-25, Columbia, MO 

Edge Wade 
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Birders are being offered renewal of the 

privilege of birding on several University of 

Missouri agricultural research sites in central 

Missouri.  The Missouri Birding Society (MBS), 

with the approval of MU administrators, has 

developed a registry system for birders wishing 

to access properties including Bradford 

Research Farm, South Farm Headquarters 

Area, the Beef Research and Teaching Farm, 

and Baskett Forest (also known as Ashland 

Research Area and Baskett Wildlife Research 

and Education Center). 

MU Agriculture Research Sites/Permit 

registration https://mobirds.org/CMPermit/ is 

free and open to all birders, whether MBS 

members or not.  Applicants who agree to 

adhere to the rules set by the University are 

mailed a numbered hangtag permit that must 

be displayed while on the properties.  The tags 

of MBS members have the MBS logo affixed. 

You may get to the registration site either by using the link above or 

by going to the dropdown menu under “Birding Locations” on the 

MBS home page (www.mobirds.org) and clicking on “MU 

Agriculture Research Sites/Permits.”  Either way, you must then 

login to register for the permit. 

Click the blue login button.  If you do not already have a 

Mobirds.org login, click on “Create Account” in the upper left corner 

of the page and follow directions to create an account.  You do not 

need to be an MBS member to create a login account. 

Once logged in, to register on the permit form, you must enter your 

name, mailing address, and email address.  After reading the rules, 

check the box indicating you will abide by them, then type your 

name in the box provided to create an electronic signature.  Click 

the blue “submit” button to complete your application. 

You will receive an email confirming your registration and your tag 

number.  Your hangtag will be mailed to the address you provided, 

Registry for Access  

to MU Agriculture Research Sites  

https://mobirds.org/CMPermit/
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and you may access the sites the day you receive your tag.  Be sure 

to display it! 

There is a QR code on the hangtag.  Scanning it with a mobile device 

will access the registration site.  Point the camera at the QR code on 

the hangtag then tap on the prompt that appears on the screen.  You 

may use this while in the field to see the sites covered by the tag 

permit, with maps showing locations and designated parking 

locations if applicable. 

One additional use for the QR code:  If you encounter a birder at one 

of these sites without a hangtag, tell them of the hangtag permit 

requirement and encourage them to register on the spot by pointing 

their phone to your tag’s QR code.   The MU Agriculture Research 

Sites/Permits prompt will appear.  The Birder can tap the screen to 

access the permit site, login, then tap on “Register” and fill in the 

application.  

Changes have been made to some eBird hotspot names to be 

consistent with the University site names.  These changes are 

automatic and are already in your eBird locations list—you don’t 

need to change anything: 

 

Ashland Wildlife Research Area is now Baskett Forest  

Bradford Farm is now Bradford Research Farm 

South Farm--University of Missouri Beef Teaching Farm is now 

Beef Teaching and Research Farm (South Farm designation has 

been eliminated) 

South Farm--Headquarters Area remains the same 

Dairy Farm Lake #1 is now Foremost Dairy Farm Lake #1 

Dairy Farm Lake #3 is now Foremost Dairy Farm Lake #3 

Turkey Farm Lake is now Rocheford Turkey Research Farm 

 

Bradford Farm—Vemers Ford Rd. is now simply Vemers Ford Rd. as 

it is not within the farm.  A hangtag is not needed for this hotspot. 

 

Future access to the sites is dependent on displaying the 

hangtags and on the behavior of birders. Obey the speed limit 

and stay out of the fields! 
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For the Love of Birds: 

Dr. David Easterla’s Path to 400 

Terry L. Miller 

I have had many professors, but there has only been one “Doc”; a 

common nickname for sure, but it immediately identifies him alone 

to all his wildlife students.  I was one of his wildlife ecology stu-

dents from 1977 to1982 at NWMSU in Maryville, MO, and his lab 

assistant for ornithology along with taking care of his live reptile 

specimens. Doc taught at NWMSU for 48 years and was the profes-

sor who had the most impact upon me and has greatly influenced 

my whole life as an educator. I went on to teach 33 years at 

Kearney HS.  I am now in my 39th year of full or part-time teach-

ing, currently with the Frassati Academy. 

 

Recently, I was with Dr. David A. Easterla (“Doc”) as he recorded 

his 400th bird species in Missouri when we viewed a Limpkin at 

Lake Jacomo, a lake located on the east side of Kansas City.  But 

this was just one bird in a lifetime of adventure.  The story actually 

begins over seven decades before. 

 

Doc grew up 8-10 miles south of Gravois Mills, MO on the Lake of 

the Ozarks where his parents owned and operated Gentle Slopes 

Resort.  I asked him when he first became interested in birds. He 

said, “It must be genetic because I have for as long as I can remem-

ber.”  Even by the time he was in the second or third grade, his 

folks saw that he needed a book to help him in his genuine interest 

in birds.  His first one, with a red and chestnut cover, was by Ches-

ter A. Reed and published 1914.  

 

A little later on, a MDC agent named Lee Crail made two very val-

uable recommendations to the young birder.  First, Mr. Crail sug-

gested that he obtain a Peterson’s Field Guide to the Eastern 

Birds.  Second, and probably more importantly, he told Doc to keep 

a notebook of his observations and record the location, date, num-

bers, weather, and other comments.  Some of these early record-

ings helped with his eventual publication of Birds of Missouri. 

In 1950, when he was twelve years old, he had two significant bird 

sightings. He observed and recorded what would be the third State 

record of a Brown Pelican during a two-week period in late July or 
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 early August.  Later that year, in early November, he discovered a 

peculiar bird by an old, abandoned rock house foundation.  It stayed 

several days and allowed the young birder to closely study it.  This 

bird wasn’t in the Peterson’s field guide (Eastern species).  And in 

the beauty of youth, he determined it was a new species to science 

and named it “Easterla’s Foundation Bird”.  It was only later after 

seeing a Peterson’s Western Field Guide, and viewing Rock Wrens 

during trips to the West, did the true identity of the bird become 

obvious.  Several years later it was also discovered that a Mrs. John-

son had observed this same bird and she too had been mystified to 

its identity.  Even though the young Doc was still in grade school, he 

actually attended the state Missouri Audubon Society meeting to 

report the two rarities.  

 

As Doc grew older, his love affair with birds continued, and so did 

his connection to other birders with a similar passion.  Dick Ander-

son of St. Louis was an avid birder, and after many conversations 

they teamed up to compile the first Annotated Checklist of Missouri 

Birds in 1967.  Dick’s wife, Mitzi, typed it up for them and an ex-

tremely valuable tool was given to the birders of Missouri. Doc prob-

ably never thought he could ever reach 400 species in Missouri back 

then, as their checklist states that only “363 Species (have been) 

positively recorded in recent years.” 

 

As the decades passed, there still was not a current bird book for 

Missouri.  The last one published was in 1904.  As the birding com-

munity grew and observations and data accumulated, it was obvious 

one was greatly needed.  And just like the first checklist, a signifi-

cant amount of time, energy, and passion was needed to accomplish 

Young David Easterla’s drawing and notes for his mystery bird. 
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 the task.  Thank goodness for that early seed planted in Doc’s life to 

record accurate data when birding, a practice which had been now 

germinating for several decades, and would finally flower into the 

Birds of Missouri, Their Distribution and Abundance.  It was pub-

lished in 1992 with his former student, Mark Robbins, as a co-

author. 

 

As a birding community, what gratitude can we adequately express 

to Doc for his efforts to develop the first official checklist and for the 

outstanding reference source we find in the Birds of Missouri?* But 

wait, maybe we have already shown our gratitude?  It has been ex-

pressed to him over the years in the numerous friendships and bird-

ing experiences that Doc has shared with others.  And it has also 

been expressed in the numerous friendships and birding experiences 

that we have shared without Doc being present or without ever 

meeting him.  It is actually a subtle, unspoken gratitude that is con-

tinually expressed because we, the birding community, exist.  How 

could it be possible for us not to be grateful for everything and eve-

ryone who assists us in our pursuit and passion for seeing birds? For 

we all love birds.   And, as another display of our gratitude, it is in 

our nature to share that passion with everyone.  

It must have been the “genetic” passion for birds that enabled Doc to 

record 400 species for Missouri.  I recently asked him what were 

some of the more memorable ones? He stated, “The last three real-

ly…the Sage Thrasher (#398), the Brown Booby (#399), and of 

course, the Limpkin…#400.” 

 

This May I ran into Doc at Loess Bluffs NWR.  He stated that he 

was at 399 and if number 400 became possible, he asked if I would 

go with him to help drive and also assist him?  I responded, 

“Absolutely!” When the early Limpkins were being sighted in Mis-

souri, our various plans to chase number 400 were frustrated.  Then, 

on August 24th, Doc gave me a call and said Lyndon Hostetler in-

formed him that a Limpkin had been seen at Lake Jacomo.  He also 

stated that Tom Nagel had already helped him by printing some 

hard copies of the bird’s location.  I told Doc to meet me in Smith-

ville at 1:30 p.m. and we would head on down and try to get number 

400. 

 

*Gratitude and recognition for Dr. Easterla’s contributions were shown in 

2006 when he received ASM/MBS’s highest honor, the Rudolf Bennitt 

Award for Distinguished Service (see The Bluebird, Dec. 2006, p.12). 
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 Our first attempt was on land, and during it, we ran into another 

relatively young (at least to us, at age 26), new birder named Steve 

Gordon who had also heard the reports about the Limpkin’s pres-

ence.  He is a Chemistry teacher at Van Horn HS and had also grad-

uated from Northwest.  I did not know Steve before that day but, as 

we talked, I discovered that I am teaching ecology to his nephew at 

the Frassati Academy. It was crazy how God put all three of us bird-

er educators together. 

 

So, we began and headed out on land (the route others had been suc-

cessful the day before) and we had quite a struggle.  Doc is 84 and, 

after being a tremendous athlete all his life, he has diabetes and al-

so neuropathy in his feet.  He describes his present condition is like 

“walking on marbles”.  This initial attempt was through 100 yards of 

waist high grass in a marshy area with small ravines.  It was a pret-

ty hot afternoon and Doc fell couple times, lost his rubber boot once 

in the mud, and was pretty unstable at times.  With some significant 

further difficulty, we finally made it back to the car. We then decid-

ed to rent a boat, as bird species number 400 would easily be worth 

the cost. As we searched, we found that the significant number of 

leaves from the overhanging branches made finding the Limpkin 

somewhat difficult.  But after a slow and careful search along the 

banks, we were able to spot the Limpkin.  Once found, it actually 

appeared unconcerned with our presence and we photographed and 

videotaped it from 10-15 feet.  We were all very jubilant.  I was ex-

tremely happy for Doc, and considered it a great honor and privilege 

Steve Gordon, David  

Easterla, and Terry Miller  

celebrating 400.   
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 to be with him when he got number 400!  Back at the marina, we 

had a young man take our celebratory picture. It was such an awe-

some day and I thank God for this most precious experience and 

memory. 

 

Among the numerous, precious memories in Doc’s lifetime of bird-

ing, a special one occurred in the late 1960’s.  On a spring morning, 

he guided Roger Tory Peterson and his wife Barbara to see their 

first spring plumage Hudsonian Godwit.  As the couple lived in the 

northeastern part of the U.S., they had only seen the bird in fall 

plumage due to the bird’s varying seasonal migratory routes.  It was 

the love of birds that had brought these two excellent birders togeth-

er, during that spring morning, and even earlier when Doc was a 

young boy and had obtained the famous birder’s field guide.  And, it 

is now all of us who are grateful and blessed for both of their monu-

mental efforts throughout the years.  Congratulations Doc on 

achieving 400 bird species in Missouri.  Now, when and where will 

we find number 401?  And what species will it be?  Only birders tru-

ly understand birders! 

 

“The truth of the matter is, the birds could very well live without us, 

but many…perhaps all…of us would find life incomplete, indeed al-

most intolerable without the birds.”  Roger Tory Peterson 

 

The Lake Jacomo Limpkin, Dr. David Easterla’s 400th 

Missouri species. 
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Zita Robertson of Canton, MO was named the 2022 ABA Young 

Birder of the Year in the 10-13 age group.  Her writing entry for the 

award will be published here in installments.  -ag. 

  

January  

The holidays are over and I’m excited to get out and explore. The 

birds at my feeders are cute and interesting to watch, but the start 

of the new year inspires me to find other birds in their natural 

habitats. However, my usual birding spots are difficult to access. 

The roads are often icy, and slowly, quietly wandering around a 

forest in below freezing temperatures just doesn’t sound fun. I’m not 

likely to see a whole lot of birds anyway, only a few species that 

overwinter here, because nobody is coming north for a good while 

yet. 

 

So I have to dress warmly, find open water, and look for waterfowl. 

I’m lucky to be living only about a mile from the Mississippi River. 

Between St. Paul, MN and St. Louis, MO, the great river averages 

around ten feet deep in the middle, and it is about a half a mile wide 

near my house. It often freezes in areas where the water is moving 

slowly, along the shores, but it never does at the lock and dam. The 

rushing water that comes south through the open locks prevents ice 

from forming, and also aerates the water, which attracts lots of fish. 

The Bald Eagles often spend the winter here in great numbers. 

Sometimes as many as fifty of them catch fish near the dam, using 

their strong feet and sharp talons, then fly up to the big cottonwood 

trees to eat.  

 

Ring-billed Gulls catch smaller fish with their beaks, and unlike the 

eagles, they eat them in the air. Sometimes other gulls or American 

Crows try to take the fish from them, and I like to watch how the 

gulls outsmart the thieves and keep the fish for themselves. The 

small fish are also prey for a few species of ducks wintering on the 

river — Lesser Scaup, Canvasbacks, and most numerous are the 

 Birding Year-Round  

in Northeast Missouri 

Zita Robertson 
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Common Goldeneye. At the lock and dam just north of us in 

southern Iowa, I was once able to spot a Long-tailed Duck. 

Lakes present another opportunity for seeing birds on water. There 

are lots of natural ponds around here, most formed after the ice age 

when the runoff water accumulated in the trenches that the glaciers 

left behind. Sadly, these ponds are usually frozen for several weeks, 

so January is not a good time to see birds here. 

 

However, there is a state park near us, Wakonda, that was 

developed from a former quarry, with all the advantages and 

disadvantages that come from such history. It has many lakes, and 

the biggest one, Lake Agate, hosts winter waterfowl from late 

November through March. One would think that there is an aerator, 

but it’s really the wind and the birds that maintain a hole in the ice 

all winter. I’ve noticed that the birds sit out on the edge of the ice to 

keep it from expanding inward and the lake freezing over 

completely. While one bird couldn’t do much alone, the body heat 

and movement of hundreds of Trumpeter Swans, Canada Geese, 

Common Mergansers, and many other ducks and geese are enough 

to fight the cold and allows all of them to spend the winter months 

in the safety of open water. 

 

February 

Some of the riverfront Bald Eagles are already leaving this area. As 

the ice starts to melt farther and farther north, the eagles that spent 

only the winter here move with the opening water to their breeding 

grounds. American White Pelicans take the eagles’ place on the 

river, arriving by the hundreds from the south. The ducks also 

become more numerous as the weeks go on, both at Wakonda State 

Park and on the Mississippi. 

 

Meanwhile, February is not a good month for the small birds on 

land. Nothing is growing yet for them to eat, and last year’s seeds 

and nuts are mostly gone, difficult to find. They appreciate the 

sunflower seeds at the feeders as they move around, often many 

different species together. 

 

At my feeders, I often see as many as twenty sparrow-like birds on 

the ground, picking up the seeds that nuthatches, cardinals, 

woodpeckers spilled. This group under the feeders is usually 

dominated by Dark-eyed Juncos, interspersed with White-throated 

and American Tree Sparrows, Song, Fox, as well as some House 

Sparrows. They eat in a mixed group, but when one junco flies to the 
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bushes along the edges of our woods, all the other juncos, but none 

of the other species, follow. They seem like one flock, but tend to 

behave as separate groups — just like the waterfowl on the lakes. 

When the trails are good enough to walk or ski around the lake at 

Wakonda, I notice the little birds behaving the same way. They fly 

out of the bushes in front of us, then land back in the dense 

vegetation in the field. Like the birds at my feeders, this loose group 

includes some birds that are only here in the winter, such as the 

Dark-eyed Juncos, and others that spend the whole year here, like 

the Song Sparrows. They seem to hang out together in the same 

bushes, but when they move, they gather by species. 

 

On warmer days this month, some of our permanent residents start 

singing. I wake up to the song of Northern Cardinals, American 

Robins, and Black-capped Chickadees, and I know that in the next 

few months, many more interesting species will join them! 

 

March 

In the several weeks before the big excitement of warblers migrating 

through here, I take every chance I get to watch the behavior of 

raptors — especially those that will be leaving soon, just like most of 

the eagles. 

 

I like how both the Rough-legged Hawks and the Northern Harriers 

show different male/female coloration, unlike the resident Red-tailed 

Hawks. The harriers are especially exciting for me to see, because 

they have taught me something important about migration patterns. 

If I lived just a couple of hours north of here, I could see the harriers 

year round. Those individuals breed there and also spend the winter 

there. The ones that I get to watch here in the winter come from 

somewhat north of the year-round birds, while others come from 

even farther up north, “leapfrog” my harriers and winter south of 

me. This is way different from what I used to think of when 

imagining bird migration. 

 

The Red-tailed Hawks are easiest to notice on power line posts as we 

travel by car on the highways — they are watching the field 

underneath them for any rodents. When they spot one, I've noticed 

that they often fly out above the field, make a wide turn, and then 

facing their perch, swoop down and catch their prey. Unless they 

have young ones to feed, they usually eat what they caught right 

there on the ground. 
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The American Kestrel, another resident raptor, can often be seen 

along the roads, too. They are light enough to balance on the power 

lines, instead of using the posts. When they spot their prey, they fly 

off, doing a circle similar to the hawks, but they don’t glide to their 

prey — they tend to hover in the air, waiting for the perfect 

opportunity to snatch up their lunch. They don’t eat on the ground, 

either, they return to their original perch to eat. 

 

Another exciting thing about raptors is that they are starting to 

have hatchlings by this time of the year — Bald Eagles can be seen 

on their nests, feeding and guarding their young ones. We have owls 

around here, too, such as the Eastern Screech Owls and the Great 

Horned Owls, and I know they have little ones, but I have only seen 

them on nest cameras. 

American Kestrel, MU Beef Teaching and Research Farm, 

Columbia, MO 15 June 2021 

Photo Paul McKenzie 
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The Big Sit® is an annual event sponsored by the New Haven Bird 

Club since 1992.  Participants choose a 17-foot diameter circle and 

see how many birds they can identify, individually or with a group of 

birders, while staying inside that circle during a single day.  This 

year participants could choose to sit on either Saturday, October 8, or 

Sunday, October 9.  I received reports from three 2022 Missouri Big 

Sit circles. – ag.  

 

Swan Lake Big Sit 

 

Grand River Audubon members held our 29th annual Big Sit today 

at the observation tower in Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge. 

With visitor/participants from Columbia Audubon and Midland 

Empire Audubon. Everyone enjoyed the birding as well as the fresh 

grilled brats and all the finger food furnished by all in attendance.  

 

With 13 people and 3 levels to look from eyes were everywhere.  We 

began the morning below freezing at 28° but managed to make 63° 

with plenty of sunshine. Although water levels were at an all-time 

low, we managed to eke out 60 species from the circle including 12 

species of waterfowl. 

 

Best birds were: 

9 Sandhill Cranes (a 

definite record # for us) 

8 Greater White-fronted 

Geese 

1 Merlin 

1 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker  

1 Golden-crowned Kinglet 

 

Full list at: https://ebird.org/

checklist/S120259680 

 

-Terry McNeely 

Kathleen Anderson and I 

showed up at the Swan 

Lake Big Sit late in the morning to join what was the largest crew 

there in several years. It was great to see so many enthusiastic 

2022 Big Sits 

Swan Lake Big Sit — Photo Terry McNeely 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S120259680
https://ebird.org/checklist/S120259680
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birders.  The very low water level made for tough conditions, but the 

spotters atop the tower kept coming up with occasional new 

flyovers.  I'll let Terry McNeely report on the Big Sit count beyond 

my count of two excellent brats consumed (one for me; one for Joyce 

Bathke). 
 

Kathleen and I counted 650 Franklin's and a single Bonaparte's 

Gull on Silver Lake as we left the refuge.  A lone Spotted Sandpiper 

was working the riprap. 

 

- Edge Wade 

 

 

Loess Bluffs Big Sit 

 

The Loess Bluffs Big Sit 

was hosted by Midland 

Empire Audubon Society, 

Saint Joseph, MO on the 

observation deck at the 

Loess Bluffs National 

Wildlife Refuge entrance.  

There were 15 visitors in 

all, including two who tent 

camped overnight to count 

after midnight, hearing 

owls, and coyotes from 4 

directions. One of our 

visitors was a birder heading back to New Jersey.  A Nebraska 

visitor was first to spot one of the best birds of the day, a Least 

Bittern.   Total for the day was 60 species.  

Full list at: https://ebird.org/checklist/S120355023 

-Donna Chance and Tom Nagel 

 

Loess Bluffs Least Bittern  — Photo Tom Nagel 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S120355023
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Eddleman Farm Big Sit 

Bill Eddleman hosts a Big Sit on his deck at the family farm every 

year.  This year, participants included Bill, Leon Book, and Allen 

Gathman.  Total for the day was 44 species.   

Full list at: https://ebird.org/checklist/S120266617  

Northern Mockingbird — Photo Bill Eddleman 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S120266617
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The role of sunbathing or sunning by birds has been a matter of 

debate for several decades. It is likely that many birders have 

observed Turkey Vultures, Double-crested Cormorants, or Anhingas 

holding their wings out in the morning. Many ornithologists agree 

that the primary purpose of sunning in such instances is for feather 

drying or thermoregulation (Heath 1962, Cade 1973, Arad et al. 

1989, Butler 1992, Davis and Jackson 2000). In sunbathing by 

passerines, however, other functions of the behavior have been 

hypothesized. Reasons suggested include ectoparasite control, 

antimicrobial protection against feather-degrading bacteria, vitamin 

D production, and production of the uropygial or preening gland 

secretion necessary for feather maintenance (Hauser 1957, Johnston 

1965,  Goodwin 1967, Kennedy 1969, Kahl 1971, Arad et al. 1989, 

Davis and Jackson 2000, Shawkey et al. 2003, Reneerkens et al. 

2008, Soler et al. 2012, Naish 2013, Vincze et al. 2013). 

 

At 11:00 am on 6 Aug. 2022, I was observing birds at my residence 

feeders in Columbia, Missouri, when I noticed a Blue Jay lying flat 

on the ground. With its gape open, it spread its wings and tail, 

fluffed out its feathers, and raised the crest of its head and nape 

(Fig. 1). After a few seconds the bird flattened its body closer to the 

ground, lowered its head, and momentarily exposed the uropygial 

gland at the base of its tail (Fig. 2). Having observed this behavior 

before with other passerines, I realized that the bird was not injured 

but simply sunbathing. The bird engaged in the sunning behavior 

for about 15 seconds and then suddenly flew up from the ground to a 

Observation of Sunbathing by a Blue Jay 
Paul M. McKenzie  

(Peer-Reviewed Paper) 

Fig. 1: Blue Jay sun-bathing. Photo P. Mckenzie 
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nearby perch briefly before flying off. 

The exact function associated with the Blue Jay’s sunbathing and 

the momentary exposure of its uropygial gland is unknown. As 

postulated by others, it is possible that the bird was sunbathing for 

ectoparasite control, antimicrobial protection against feather-

degrading bacteria, vitamin D production, or in an attempt to 

stimulate the production of preening oil used in waterproofing and 

feather maintenance. During preening, birds transfer the preening 

oil to their feathers by rubbing their heads and backs against the oil 

gland, and then distributing it over feathers throughout their bodies 

(Cotgreave and Clayton 1994).  The role of sunning by passerines 

needs more data and documentation for study. Missouri birders who 

observe sunbathing by other species are encouraged to record their 

observations in eBird and take photographs if possible. 
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Introduction  

Mild March and May temperatures offset below-average conditions 

during April. As a matter of fact, there have been only five cooler 

spring periods than that of March-April 2022 over the past 25 years. 

The statewide average temperature for March was 2.6 degrees above 

the long-term average, and precipitation totals were 1.28 inches 

above the long-term average.   

Temperature swings continued into April with cooler conditions. 

Preliminary data indicate a statewide average temperature of 1.5 

degrees below the mean. Late season cold events occurred on the 

19th and 26th of April, with many locations reporting sub-freezing 

temperatures. Freeze damage was not widespread due to generally 

cool conditions during the first half of April. Preliminary data for 

April indicates above average precipitation with an annual 

statewide total of 4.57 inches. Heavier April precipitation totals 

occurred across the southern 2/3 of the state, where 4-6 inches were 

common. An unusual spring snow event impacted north central 

Missouri with accumulations less than 2 inches April 17-18. Based 

on Columbia Regional Airport wind records, it was the second 

windiest April since 1997. In regards to potential drought, a tiny 

patch of abnormally dry conditions was indicated in southwestern 

Missouri, mostly in western Barton County.  

May continued with erratic temperatures and a highly unusual 

heatwave from May 9-14. Hundreds of record highs were reported 

the second week of May, with potentially 172 Missouri records 

broken during the 6-day period. Using hourly temperature and 

relative humidity data since 1970, Columbia reported heat indexes 

≥95°F for 16-hours between May 9-11, 2022.  This is the earliest 

time of year when heat indexes have reached that threshold.  

Seasonal highlights included Mottled Duck, breeding Common 

Merganser, Purple Gallinule, Limpkin, Long-billed Curlew, Ruff, 

Brown Booby, White Ibis, Burrowing Owl, Say’s Phoebe, Lark 

Bunting, and Western Tanager. 

 

 

Spring Seasonal Report 
March 1—May 31 2022  

Joshua Uffman 
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 Abbreviations  

BK Leach (B.K. Leach CA, Lincoln Co), Eagle Bluffs (Eagle Bluffs CA, 

Boone Co), Loess Bluffs (Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge, Holt Co); 

Mingo (Mingo NWR, Stoddard, Wayne Cos); Otter Slough (Otter Slough CA, 

Stoddard Co), Riverlands (Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St. 

Charles Co); Smithville Lake (Smithville Lake, Clay Co); Stockton Lake 

(Stockton Lake, Cedar, Dade, and Polk Cos), Tower Grove (Tower Grove 

Park, St. Louis City). 

 

Note: A dagger (†) denotes the Missouri Bird Records Committee (MBRC) 

has received documentation from listed observer. Those marked (acc.) have 

been accepted by the MBRC. Records marked with a single asterisk (*) 

indicate that documentation has not yet been received by the MBRC.  

 

Waterfowl through Cranes 

The first of the season Black-bellied Whistling Duck was at Colonel 

George Day Park, New Madrid Co 18 Apr (ph. Katie Johnson). This was 

followed by multiple sightings of up to 6 in at least eight counties across the 

southern half of state. The highest counts included up to 19 in St. Charles 

Co starting 23 Apr (William McConkey, m. ob.) and 23 at Little Creve Coeur 

Lake, St. Louis Co 10 May (Ken Smith, Pam Bruns). 800,000-1,000,000 

Snow Geese were estimated to be at Loess Bluffs 8-15 Mar (Randall King, 

Don Merz, m. ob.). Two hundred Ross’s Geese at Bradford Research Farm, 

Boone Co 12 Mar (ph. Richard Stanton) and another 480 at Eagle Bluffs 14 

Mar (ph. Paul McKenzie) were the highest. The only Trumpeter Swan 

counts above 100 came from Loess Bluffs, with as many as 494 present 2-14 

Mar (Steve Martin, Debbie Martin, Carla Delucchi, Lisa Owens). Few 

Tundra Swans remained, with counts of up to 4 at Loess Bluffs 2-15 Mar 

(David Wittrock, m. ob.), one at Muskrat Lake, Buchanan Co 13-14 Mar 

(Tom Nagel), and 3 at Riverlands 8 Mar (SH Green). Cinnamon Teal 

reports came from five sites: a single drake at Otter Slough 21 Mar-3 Apr, 

with 2 drakes there 23 Mar (ph. Ethan Hoggard, m. ob.); up to 2 drakes and 

a female at Montrose CA, Henry Co Mar-7 Apr (Krista Noel, ph. m. ob.); a 

male at Grand Pass CA, Saline Co 1 Apr (ph. Pete Monacell, ph. Paul 

McKenzie); single drakes at Loess Bluffs 26 Apr and 10 May (Doug Willis, 

Barbara Brown); and a drake and two reported females at Perry Memorial 

CA, Pettis Co 14 May (Larry Olpin, Jason Case). Peak Northern Shoveler 

counts included 5000 in New Madrid Co 11 May (Tim Kavan), 4500 at 

Grand Pass CA, Saline Co 1 Apr (Paul McKenzie, Pete Monacell), and 3100 

at Ted Shanks CA, Pike Co 3 Apr (Mike Thelen). Gadwall high counts 

included 2000 at both Stockton Lake 12 Mar (David Blevins, Barbara 

Blevins) and BK Leach 13 Apr (Henry Gorski, Oliver Gorski, Jonah Eckels), 

and 2750 at Eagle Bluffs 20 Mar (Pete Monacell). On the late side, a group 

of 515 remained at Otter Slough 1 May (Mark Haas). Peak American 

Wigeon counts included 125 in Dunklin Co rice fields 3 Mar (Tim Jones); 

120 at Stockton Lake 12 Mar (David Blevins, Barbara Blevins); and 96 at 
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 Otter Slough 2 Apr (ph. Joshua Uffman). Mottled Duck sightings included 

a possible returning bird at Clarence Cannon NWR, Pike Co 4 May (ph. 

Jerry Hemmersmeyer); one (acc.) at Eagle Bluffs 15 Apr (ph. Chris 

Barrigar, Brenda Morris, ph. †Pete Monacell, ph. †Paul McKenzie); and 

another (acc.) at Mingo 14-24 May (ph. Chris Barrigar, m. ob.). A drake 

Redhead at Lamar City Park, Barton Co was late 19 May (Alex Marine). 

Similarly, single Ring-necked Ducks lingered at Binder Lake, Cole Co 20-

28 May (Chris Barrigar); Blue Springs Lake, Jackson Co 26-30 May (Ian 

Campbell, m. ob.); and Little Creve Coeur Lake, St. Louis Co 18-29 May 

(Pam Bruns, Ken Smith, m. ob.). A female Greater Scaup at Maryville 

Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway Co was the last 4-6 May (Todd Easterla, David 

Easterla). Peak Lesser Scaup counts included: 1180 at Fellows Lake, 27 

Mar (Klee Bruce, Isaac Goes); 1200 at Riverlands 31 Mar (Bill Rowe); and 

1800 at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 1 Apr (Pete Monacell, Paul 

McKenzie).   

 

A Surf Scoter was at Mozingo Lake CA, Nodaway Co 30 Apr-4 May (Todd 

Easterla, Dave Easterla), while the season’s only White-winged Scoter 

was at Perry County Community Lake, Perry Co 1-2 Mar (ph. Allen 

Gathman, Ethan Hoggard, ph. Gregg Hitchings). Stockton Lake hosted the 

only Long-tailed Duck 10-12 Mar (ph. Alex Marine, Grace Jordan, ph. 

David and Barb Blevins). The highest Bufflehead count consisted of 200 at 

Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 1 Apr (Paul McKenzie, Pete Monacell), and 

3-6 were still at Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway Co 4-6 May (Todd 

Easterla, David Easterla). A female Common Merganser and four 

“baseball-sized” young along the upper Current River, Shannon Co 

established a first breeding record (acc.) for the species in Missouri 30 May 

(ph. †Dan Drees). The highest Ruddy Duck counts included 500 at Swan 

Lake NWR, Chariton Co (Pete Monacell, Paul McKenzie) and 300 in Pike Co 

3 Apr (John Hogan). An injured male and female Red-breasted 

Merganser were still at Riverlands 22 May (ph. Bill Rowe) and the male 

lingered through at least 28 May (ph. Bill Rowe, m. ob.). Greg Swick flushed 

a Ruffed Grouse from the side of Hwy 19, Oregon Co 30 Apr. A measly 1-2 

Greater Prairie-Chickens were tallied at Taberville Prairie CA, St. Clair 

16 Mar-26 Apr (ph. Cindy and Gene Cunningham, m. ob.), and the only 

other was a single at Dunn Ranch, Harrison Co 28 Mar (Terry McNeely). 

Only thirteen counties, mostly northern, reported Ring-necked 

Pheasants. The highest of 17 came from Dunn Ranch, Harrison Co 27 May 

(Terry McNeely).   

 

Grand Pass CA, Saline Co held the high count of 54 Pied-billed Grebe 9 

Apr (Chris Barrigar, Brenda Morris), and Creve Coeur Lake, St. Louis Co 

held the highest count of 38 Horned Grebes 6 Apr (ph. Pam Bruns, Ken 

Smith). Three to 5 Eared Grebes lingered at Maryville Sewage Lagoons, 

Nodaway Co 4-6 May (Todd Easterla, David Easterla). Three more were at 

Stockton Lake 4 May (ph. Reuben Stoltzfus). In the east, one at Riverlands 

27 Apr was a pleasant surprise (ph. Sam Belley). As many as 4 White-
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 winged Doves were in Kent Freeman’s Dunklin Co yard 2 Mar-26 May. 

Only three others were noted, all singles: Little River CA, Dunklin Co 14 

Apr (Kyle Bess); Jasper Co 11 May (Tony Battiste); and Greene Co 27 May 

(ph. Barbara Blevins, David Blevins). Single Greater Roadrunners were 

noted at two Taney Co sites and one Barry Co site 29 Mar-28 May. The first 

Common Nighthawk of the season set a second-earliest record at Tower 

Grove 23 Apr (Rachael Caballero, ph. Kyle Wells, ph. Rad Widmer, Diane 

Limmer). Four Chimney Swifts in Dunklin Co 28 Mar tied Missouri’s 

third-earliest spring record (Kent Freeman). Nightjar surveys yielded 30 

Eastern Whip-poor-wills in Carter Co 8 May, as well as Chuck-will’s-

widow counts of 14 in St. Francois Co 16 May, and 11 in Iron Co 17 May 

(Ian Souza-Cole).  

 

Up to 3 King Rails were reported at BK Leach 23-30 May (ph. Henry and 

Oliver Gorski, Pam Bruns, Ken Smith, m. ob.). As many as 2 Virginia 

Rails, likely continuing from the winter season, were at Shepherd of the 

Hills Fish Hatchery, Taney Co 7-19 Mar (Austin Hess, Trey McCuen, m. 

ob.). A Common Gallinule 15 Apr at Little Creve Coeur, St. Louis Co was 

quite early (David Becher). Counts of 25 at Mingo 14 May (Chris Barrigar) 

Limpkin 23 May 2022 Lawrence Co 

Photo Alex Marine 
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 and as many as 50 there 28 May (Alex Marine, Kendell Loyd) were the 

highest, with the latter smashing the previous record high spring count. 

Peak American Coot counts include 3900-7000 at Grand Pass CA, Saline 

Co 27 May-9 Apr (Jean Leonatti, Susan Hazelwood, m. ob.) and another 

3200 at Otter Slough 2 Apr (Joshua Uffman). Western Missouri hosted two 

Purple Gallinules (both acc.): one found injured in Belton, Cass Co 26 Apr 

(ph. †Jessica Mitchell) and the other at Washburn Wetland, Barry Co 3 May 

(ph. †Becky Wylie, Sheila Burns). In the southeast, Chris Barrigar found 

one at Mingo 14 May, and Dave Haenni photographed it 16 May. A Yellow 

Rail survey at Shawnee Trail CA, Barton Co yielded one individual 3 May 

(Alex Marine).  

 

Missouri’s first Limpkin (acc.) was found, photographed, and documented 

by Bob Estes at Schell-Osage CA, St. Clair 9 May. But this was just the 

beginning; Missouri’s second, third, and fourth Limpkins followed (all acc.): 

Mingo 11 May (Ben Lambert, ph. †Tim Kavan); private property, Lawrence 

Co 23-24 May (ph. Alex Marine, ph. †Kendell Loyd, m. ob.); and Clinton, 

Henry Co 24 May (ph. †Tanya Snedden). Seventeen Cos, mostly in the 

western half of the state, hosted as many as 7 Sandhill Cranes, with a 

whopping 16 in a Dunklin Co rice field the highest 3 Mar (Tim Jones). 

 

Shorebirds 

Seventy-five Black-necked Stilts in Dunklin Co 19 May was the peak 

(Tim Jones). Outside the southeast, 1-8 made it to single sites in eleven 

widespread Cos. Peak American Avocet movement occurred 1 May, with 

52 at Lake Contrary, Buchanan Co (Thomas Jones) and another 70 at Loess 

Bluffs (Todd Easterla, David Easterla, Mary Nemecek). The season’s 

highest count of 2000 American Golden-Plovers came from Dade Co 3 

Apr (Conway Hawn, Christian Hawn). The next closest count was of 500-

600 in Dallas, Barton, Saline, Stoddard, and St. Charles Cos. 

Semipalmated Plovers numbering 200-250 were at Four Rivers CA, 

Vernon Co 2-4 May (Alex Marine, Grace Jordan). Piping Plovers were only 

noted at two sites; one at Lake Contrary, Buchanan Co 16 Apr (Tim 

Barksdale, ph. Pete Monacell, m. ob.); and 2 at Four Rivers CA, Vernon Co 

(Steve and Debbie Martin). Single Snowy Plovers were located at Bean 

Lake, Platte Co 15 Apr (ph. Lisa Owens, ph. Mary Nemecek) and Four 

Rivers CA, Vernon Co* 2 May (Tim Barksdale, ph. Alex Marine, ph. Debbie 

and Steve Martin). The most eastern Upland Sandpiper was in Jefferson 

Co 22 Apr (ph. James Bolte, Brock Waggoner). Up to 2 were in central 

Missouri along Mokane Road, Callaway Co 26 Apr (Veronica Mecko) and 5-6 

May (ph. Diane Bricmont, Pete Monacell, Paul McKenzie, ph. Joseph 

Bieksza); and at Eagle Bluffs 26 Apr (Madeline Cowen, Gaurav Kandilikar, 

Veroncia Mecko) and 4 May (ph. Greg Leonard).  

 

Whimbrel sightings included a single at Riverlands 2 May (ph. Jonah 

Eckels, m. ob.), another 6 there 15 May (ph. Theo Bockhorst, m. ob.), and a 
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 single at Bean Lake, Platte Co 18 May 

(ph. Lisa Owens). The first 

Hudsonian Godwit tied the second-

earliest spring record at Horseshoe 

Lake, Buchanan Co 7 Apr (ph. Ian 

Campbell). Marbled Godwit counts 

were impressive, with two breaking 

the all-time highest count: 22-28 at 

Bean Lake, Platte Co (ph. Kendell 

Loyd, ph. Paul McKenzie, Pete 

Monacell, Conway Hawn, Christian 

Hawn), and 28 more in Dade Co 21 

Apr (ph. Debbie Martin, Steve 

Martin). A Long-billed Curlew, 

likely the same bird that visited the 

Steele Airport from 16 Nov through at 

least 1 Dec, 2021, was present along 

CR 723, Dunklin Co 1-13 Mar (Tim 

Jones, ph. Cory Gregory m. ob.). A 

single Ruddy Turnstone became the 

second-earliest state record at Stockton Lake 28 Apr (Ricky Hostetler, ph. 

Alex Marine). A Ruff was close to Ten Mile Pond CA, Mississippi Co 30 Mar 

(ph. Tim Kavan). The first Dunlin was on the early side at Muskrat Lake, 

Buchanan Co 27 Mar (ph. Tom Nagel, ph. Brent Galliart, Thomas Jones, 

Joanne Dial). That is also where a Buff-breasted Sandpiper visited 11-15 

Apr (ph. Tom Nagel, ph. Lisa Owens). Possibly the same bird was at nearby 

Horseshoe Lake, Buchanan Co 13 Apr (ph. Joanne Dial). Single Western 

Sandpipers were at Schell-Osage CA, St. Clair Co 24-26 Apr (Steve and 

Debbie Martin, ph. Austin Hess) and Eagle Bluffs 24 Apr (ph. Richard 

Stanton). Long-billed Dowitchers numbering 1179 at Otter Slough CA 

were the season’s highest count 28 Apr (ph. Joshua Uffman). Busch CA, St. 

Charles Co held 21 American Woodcock 9 Mar, tying the third-highest 

spring record (Diane Bricmont). A Solitary Sandpiper at Arnold City 

Park, Jefferson 20-21 Mar tied the earliest arrival record (ph. James Bolte, 

Brock Waggoner, Samuel Belley), and the next at West City Park, Jefferson 

Co tied the second-earliest arrival record 21 Mar (Kyle Hawley). The 

season’s highest Willet counts included 44 at Stockton Lake 24 Apr 

(Patricia Ayres) and 55 at Lake Springfield, Greene Co 11 May (Greg 

Swick). The season’s highest Wilson’s Phalarope count of 702 came from 

the Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway 4 May (Todd Easterla, Dave 

Easterla). 

 

Gulls through Pelicans 

Riverlands hosted many of the season’s gull highlights, starting with an 

estimated 450 Bonaparte’s Gulls, which established a third highest spring 

count 2 Apr (Bill Rowe, Matt Rowe, m. ob.). The only 3 Laughing Gulls 

were there 30 Apr (ph. Dave Becher, m. ob.). Not one, but two Lesser 

Ruff 30 Mar 2022, Ten Mile Pond, 

 Mississippi Co.  Photo Tim Kavan 
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 Black-backed Gulls (first-cycle and 

an adult) (acc.) set the latest spring 

record 28 May (ph. †Bill Rowe, ph. 

†Diane Bricmont, m. ob.). Sixty-three 

Franklin’s Gulls more than doubled 

the previous high count for the east 22 

May (Bill Rowe). Finally, an adult 

Great Black-backed Gull (acc.) set 

the latest spring record by remaining 

from 17-21 Apr (ph. Helen Kerht, ph. 

†David Becher, ph. Dave Haenni, ph. 

Jonah Eckels, Connie Alwood). Outside 

Riverlands, a sub-adult Glaucous 

Gull continued from the winter season 

at Smithville Lake, Clay Co 2 and 7 Mar (ph. Debbie and Steve Martin, 

Doug Willis).  

 

Boone Co held a relatively high count of Least Terns for central Missouri 

31 May, with 3 at Perry Philips Lake (Edge Wade, Greg Leonard) and 5 

more at Eagle Bluffs (ph. Pete Monacell). Rarely seen before the end of Apr, 

single Black Terns 30 Apr were early at Schell-Osage CA, Vernon Co (Alex 

Marine) and Thousand Hills SP, Adair (Danion Doman). The highest count 

included an impressive 720 at Loess Bluffs 19 May (Lisa Owens). Common 

Tern sightings included: 3 at the Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway Co 4 

May (Todd Easterla, Dave Easterla); a bird in basic plumage showing its 

dark carpal bar at Riverlands 7 May (Julia Lucas, Brian Steger), 2 in full 

breeding at Riverlands 22 May (Bill Rowe) and a single at Eagle Bluffs 27 

May (ph. Pete Monacell, m. ob.).  

 

The season’s only Red-throated Loon was at Stockton Lake 11 and 15 

Mar (Grace Jordan, Trey McCuen, Austin Hess). This is also where the 

season’s only Pacific Loon was observed 15 Mar (ph. Austin Hess, Trey 

McCuen). Missouri’s second Brown Booby (acc.) was an immature female 

at a private lake south of Danville, Montgomery Co 23-24 Apr (ph. Martha 

Young, †Sarah Kendrick), while the third (acc.) was an apparent adult 

female observed by many 26 Apr through the end of the season at the Lake 

of the Ozark’s Sunrise Beach, Camden Co (ph. †Cory Gregory). Eastern MO 

hosted the first Neotropic Cormorants: an adult (acc.) 3-4 March set the 

new earliest spring arrival record (David Becher, †, ph. Diane Bricmont, m. 

ob.), and then an immature 21 Mar-10 Apr (ph. Bill Rowe, Matt Rowe, Tom 

Parmeter, m. ob.), both Busch CA, St. Charles Co.  After those, singles were 

noted in seven widespread sites across the southern half of the state 23 

Mar-28 May. 

 

Herons through Vireos 

Single American Bitterns at Little River CA, Pemiscot Co (ph. Tim Jones) 

Lesser Black-backed Gull, 5 May 2022, 

Riverlands. Photo Mike Thelen 
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 and Columbia Bottom CA, St. Louis Co (ph. Natalie Rekittke, ph. Tony 

Forsythe), both 13 Mar, tied the second-earliest spring arrival record. Mingo 

held the season’s highest count of Least Bitterns 14 May, with 16 (Chris 

Barrigar). One hundred and ten Cattle Egrets in Cape Girardeau Co was 

the season’s highest 18 Apr (Allen Gathman). An adult Black-crowned 

Night-Heron at Karen Meyer’s St. Louis Co residence set a new second-

earliest spring arrival record for northern Missouri 22 Mar. An adult White 

Ibis was observed in flight at Four Rivers CA, Vernon Co 18 Apr (Trey 

McCuen). Glossy Ibis had a good showing, with 2 at Eagle Bluffs 30 Apr 

(ph. Richard Stanton) and singles at: Horseshoe Lake, Buchanan Co 2-6 

May (ph. Joanne Dial, Thomas Jones, Tom Nagel); Four Rivers CA, Vernon 

Co 3 May (ph. Paul McKenzie, ph. Pete Monacell, m. ob.); Duck Creek CA, 

Wayne Co 15-16 May (ph. Austin Hess, ph. Trey McCuen, ph. David 

Haenni); and Webb City Water Treatment Plant, Jasper Co 19-21 May 

(Seth Stonestrom, Jeff Cantrell, ph. Sheila Burns, m. ob.). White-faced 

Ibis numbering 131 to 156 at Loess Bluffs 10-11 May set a new second-

highest count for Missouri (Ed Robinson).  

 

A single Black Vulture at Cuivre River SP 23 Apr was the most 

northeastern sighting and a first for the park (Bill Rowe, ph. Natalie 

Rekittke, m. ob.), while one in Jackson Co 12 Apr was the most 

northwestern (Eric Walters). An Osprey at Headwaters Access, Cape 

Girardeau set an earliest arrival record 9 Mar (ph. Mark Haas). Single 

Golden Eagles were noted in 

Dunklin Co 4 Mar (ph. Cory 

Gregory), two separate Linn Co 

sites 5 Mar (Terry McNeely), 

Vernon Co 19 Mar (Grace Jordan), 

Pike Co 28 Mar (Cory Gregory), 

Pike Co 31 Mar (ph. Cory 

Gregory), and Cass Co 5 Apr 

(Ginny Culver). Peak Bald Eagle 

counts included 55 at Grand Pass 

CA, Saline Co 2 Mar (Bill Clark, 

Bob Schreiber) and 120 at Loess 

Bluffs 14 Mar (Sarah Hepfner, 

Andrew Annear). Thirty-five 

Mississippi Kites at Duck Creek 

CA, Wayne Co. 15 May was this 

season’s high (Mark Hahn, Mary 

Hahn). The only Broad-winged 

Hawk kettles included 32 along 

the Mississippi River in Hannibal, 

Marion Co 21 Apr (Cory Gregory) 

and another 45 at Lamar City 

Park, Barton Co 22 Apr (Alex 

Marine). Three to 6 Swainson’s Brown Booby, 5 May 2022.  Sunrise 

Beach,Camden Co. Photo Diane Bricmont 
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 Hawks at Eagle Bluffs 8-9 Apr was higher than expected for central 

Missouri (ph. Pete Monacell, m. obs.). Further east, an immature was at 

Columbia Bottom CA, St. Louis Co 8 Apr. Judging from photos, two 

different immatures were along Darst Bottom Road, St. Charles Co, 1 May 

(ph. Mike Thelen) and 7 May (Matt Rowe, m. ob.). The last Rough-Legged 

Hawk of the season was in Buchanan Co 17 Apr (Terry Miller).  

 

Observers noted single Barn Owls at five widely spread sites in the 

southern half of Missouri 4 Apr-26 May, and successful nesting counts 

included 5 and 7 at separate Stoddard Co locations during April and May 

(ph. Michael Tayler, ph. Chris Barrigar). Alex Marine found and 

photographed a Burrowing Owl at Shawnee Trail CA, Barton Co 31 Mar; 

the bird was seen by many through 3 Apr. Nine Short-eared Owls was the 

season’s high at BK Leach 14 Mar (Jake Friebohle). Tower Grove hosted 20 

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 4 Apr, tying the all-time season high count 

(Pat Lueders, Janet Hoyne), and was also where a single was still present 7 

May (ph. Diane Bricmont, m. ob.).  

 

A count of 3 Peregrine Falcons came from Four Rivers CA, Vernon Co 3 

May (ph. Paul McKenzie, Pete Monacell), and a pair with two young was 

present at Washington University, St. Louis MO 26 May (Christopher 

Tomera). Single Prairie Falcons in Dade, Jasper and two separate Barton 

Co sites 1 Mar-2 Apr were within their expected MO range; one was further 

east at Hi Lonesome Prairie 20 Mar (ph. Pete Monacell); and this season’s 

easternmost record occurred at Arnold City Park, Jefferson Co 10 Apr was 

unexpected in the east (James Bolte, Brock Waggoner). A Western 

Kingbird tied the second-earliest record at a private Jackson Co location 18 

Apr (James Barry), while 4 at Kauffman Stadium, Jackson Co tied the 

third-earliest 21 Apr (Dan Cowell). Fifty-eight Eastern Kingbirds set a 

new third-highest count for spring in the Palmetto area, Greene Co 6 May 

(Isaac Goes, Klee Bruce). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers continue to show up 

in new locations in eastern Missouri. This season included a single along 

Meier Rd, Lincoln Co 27 Apr-1 May (ph. Oliver Gorski, Henry Gorski); 1-2 

at four separate Jefferson Co sites 6-14 May (ph. Samuel Belley, James 

Bolte, Brock Waggoner); and singles at two separate St. Louis Co sites 13 

May (ph. Luke Schneider) and 19 May (Mike Thelen). An Olive-sided 

Flycatcher was early along the Ozark National Scenic Riverways-Blue 

Spring, Shannon Co 30 Apr (ph. Bill Eddleman, Anne McCormack). At least 

5 counties had counts of 2 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, while 3 birds at 

Tower Grove Park 18 May was the season’s highest (Ryan Andrews). A 

single Least Flycatcher set Missouri’s third earliest record at Tower 

Grove Park 22 Apr (Randy Schiller, Mike Thelen, Jonah Eckels). The 

season’s high count of 19 came from Nodaway Co 8 May (Todd Easterla, 

Dave Easterla). A careful count of Alder Flycatchers yielded 18 at Eagle 

Bluffs 14 May (Pete Monacell). A Say’s Phoebe at Golden Prairie, Barton 

Co continued from the winter season 1 Mar (Becky Lutz). The first 

Philadelphia Vireo was a bit on the early side 23 Apr at Eagle Bluffs (ph. 
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 Greg Stoner, Mark Haas). Only two sites reported 3 Loggerhead Shrikes: 

East Prairie, Mississippi Co 14 Mar (Win Ahrens) and Taberville Prairie 

CA, St. Clair 3 Apr (Austin Mueller). The only Northern Shrike reports 

came from Prairie SP, Barton Co, where Alex Marine tied the season high 

count of 3 on 12 Mar, and noted the last of this season 26 Mar.  

 

Crows through Finches 

The northern edge of Fish Crow sightings came from Buchanan, Clay, 

Clinton, Grundy, Jackson, Lewis, Livingston, Macon and Platte Cos. Two 

Northern Rough-winged Swallows at Blue Springs Lake, Jackson Co 

were a bit early 19 Mar (ph. Eric Wilhoit), while 500-600 at Eagle Bluffs set 

a new second-highest count for the season 2-3 May (Paul McKenzie). 

Sixteen Purple Martins had already made it to Little River CA, Dunklin 

Co 12 Mar (Tim Jones). Counts of 250-300 Cedar Waxwings were at single 

sites in Cole, Boone, Reynolds, Clay and Jefferson Cos. The highest Red-

breasted Nuthatch counts included 6 at Baskett Forest, Boone Co 9 Mar 

(Paul McKenzie) and Busch CA, St. Charles Co 9 Apr (David French); and 7 

at Lester R. Davis State Forest, Barton 

Co 19 Mar. The last was at Engler Park, 

St. Francois Co 15 May (Joseph 

McPhail). Two Brown Creepers at 

Tower Grove were late 7 May (ph. 

Joshua Uffman, Bill Rowe, Tom 

Parmeter, Matt Rowe), while one at Ruth 

Park Nature Trail, St. Louis Co set 

Missouri’s second-latest spring record 17 

May (Donna Brunet, Jim Gast). The most 

northwestern Missouri Bewick’s Wren 

was at Martha Lafite Thompson Nature 

Sanctuary, Clay Co 5 Apr (Doug Willis), 

while one in Wentzville, St. Charles Co 

29 Apr was the most northeastern (ph. 

Danielle Schroeder). Fifteen Marsh 

Wrens 4 May at BK Leach was the 

highest this season (Henry Gorski, Oliver 

Gorski). Tower Grove hosted the the 

third-earliest Swainson’s Thrush 12 

Apr (Randy Schiller). Gray Catbirds 

were observed early, with a single 

continuing from the winter season at 3M Wetlands, Boone Co 9 Mar (ph. 

Carol Weston) and 1-2 at three separate St. Louis Co sites 13 Mar (ph. Julie 

Morgan, Diane Limmer, Roe Monrotus, Natalie Rekittke). Marilyn Simpson 

had 6 Eurasian Tree Sparrows at her house, Shelby Co 2 Mar; Danion 

Doman had one visit his house, Adair Co 4 Mar; and Jerry Decker had one 

visit his yard, Phelps Co 24-26 Mar. Joanne Dial still had 10 American 

Pipits at Muskrat Lake, Buchanan Co 2 May. Common Redpolls put on a 

good show, with 1-2 at two separate Boone Co sites 1 Mar (ph. Jean 

Common Redpoll, 1 Mar 2022,  

Johnson Co. Photo Steve Martin 
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 Leonatti, ph. Nicholas March); Jackson Co private residence 16 Mar (Ellen 

Zellmer); a Johnson Co private residence 1-14 Mar (ph. Dan Cowell); three 

separate St. Louis Co residences 2-15 Mar (Beth Perlak, Fran Fulton, ph. 

Kathie Thomas, ph. Karen Meyer); and Ashland Cemetery, Buchanan Co 1-

2 Mar (ph. Tom Nagel, ph. Terry Miller).  

 

Longspurs through Blackbirds 

The highest Lapland Longspur numbers included 250 in Ray Co 11 Mar 

(ph. Darrell Peterson) and another 100 at Schell-Osage CA, St. Clair Co 20 

Mar (Debbie Martin, Steve Martin). The highest Smith’s Longspur counts 

included: 20 at Bradford Research Farm, Boone Co 9 Mar (ph. Paul 

McKenzie); 25 in Ray Co 11 Mar (ph. Darrell Peterson); 32 along Crockett 

Road, Buchanan Co 14 Mar (Lisa Owens); and another 25 at a different 

Buchanan site 17 Mar (Thomas Jones). An adult male Lark Bunting (acc.) 

was only observed 21 May at a private residence in Dallas Co (Trey 

Hostetler, ph. †Pete Monacell, m. ob.). A Clay-colored Sparrow in Texas 

Co set a new third-earliest spring record 9 Apr (ph. Kristie Nelson). The 

highest counts included: 12 along Mokane Road, Callaway 6 May (ph. Pete 

Monacell); 14 at Bean Lake, Platte Co 6 May (Lisa Owens); 13 at Bob Brown 

CA, Holt Co 2 May (Todd Easterla, David Easterla); another 21 at Nodaway 

Valley CA, Holt Co the same day (Todd Easterla, David Easterla); and 23 at 

Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway, Co 4 May (Todd Easterla, David 

Easterla). A single Harris’s Sparrow at Wakonda SP, Lewis Co 10-25 Apr 

was well east of where expected (ph. Tammy Volk, Jason Mullins, Phil 

Reyburn, ph. Zita Robertson). Terry McNeely still had a Vesper Sparrow 

on his Daviess Co property 21 May. A single Nelson’s Sparrow at BK 

Leach 14 May was the only report of that species (Bruce Schuette). Bob 

Brown CA, Holt Co held the new record-high count of 64 Lincoln’s 

Sparrows 2 May (Todd Easterla, Dave Easterla). Ninety-nine, mostly 

female, Yellow-headed Blackbirds in Holt Co 2 May was the peak (Todd 

Easterla, David Easterla). Three Bobolinks in Pemiscot Co 22 Apr were 

quite early (Tim Jones).  

 

Two Orchard Orioles tied the second-earliest arrival record 14 Apr: Lake 

of the Ozarks, Camden Co (Curtis Bosket) and Black Island CA, Pemiscot 

Co (ph. Kyle Bess). A Baltimore Oriole was Missouri’s third-earliest 9 Apr 

at Shoal Conservation Education Center, Newton Co (Cody Chaffin, 

Brianna Chaffin). At least one Rusty Blackbird at Forest Park, St. Louis 

City 24 Apr-1 May established a second-latest spring record (Rad Widmer). 

High counts included 600 in Margy Terpstra’s yard, St. Louis Co 5 Apr and 

750-2000 at Forest Park, St. Louis City 1-8 Mar (Matt Schamberger, Rad 

Widmer). Prairie SP, Barton Co. held the highest Brewer’s Blackbird 

numbers, with 140-170 counted 8-22 Mar (Nan Buckardt, Alex Marine, 

Mary Marine, m. ob.). The next highest count came from Dade Co, where 

30-50 were at Hedemann Lake/England Pond 20 Mar-2 Apr (Debbie and 

Steve Martin, m. ob.) and 80 were at John Deere Farm 26 Mar (Greg 
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 Swick). To the east, 15 at Riverlands, St. Charles Co 7 Mar was the high 

(Bill Rowe). Up to 35 Great-tailed Grackles could be observed flying over 

Chris Barrigar’s Russellville house, Cole Co 3 Apr-8 May. Two hundred and 

ten were tallied in Moniteau Co 11 Apr (Chris Barrigar). Further west, 

where the species is more expected, up to 1000 were in Buchanan Co 4 Mar 

(Tom Nagel, Jack Hilsabeck).   

 

Warblers through Buntings 

Nine Golden-winged Warblers at Route 66 SP, St. Louis Co 3 May was 

the peak count (Joshua Uffman). Blue-winged Warbler high counts 

included 12 at Big Buffalo Creek CA, Benton Co 11 May (Lisa San Diego) 

and 13 at Big Spring, Carter Co (Linda Williams, Allen Gathman, Pete 

Monacell, Jennifer Pederson Clare Wheeler). A Swainson’s Warbler 

returning for the second year was well north of its expected Missouri range 

at Weldon Spring CA-Lost Valley Trail, St. Charles Co 28 Apr-29 May 

(Robert Bailey, m. ob.). An Orange-crowned Warbler lingered from the 

winter season to at least 8 Mar at a private St. Louis Co residence (Fran 

Fulton). Single Connecticut Warblers were at sites in Mississippi, Cass, 

Lewis, Greene, St. Louis City and Platte Cos 11-23 May (m. ob.), and 2 were 

counter calling at a different Lewis Co location 26 May (ph. Zita Robertson). 

Five Mourning Warblers at Weston Bend SP, Platte Co 17 May was the 

season’s highest (ph. Marky Mutchler). Twenty-one Hooded Warblers 

along Sugar Camp National Forest Scenic Byway, Barry Co 11 May was the 

highest (David Blevins, Barbara Blevins), and unexpected singles were in 

Clay Co 3 May (Doug Willis), Eagle Bluffs 10 May (Terry McNeely) and 

Callaway Co 29 May (Levi Vickery). Fifty-two American Redstarts at 

Weston Bend SP, Platte Co tied the highest spring count 17 May (Marky 

Mutchler). The first Cape May Warbler (acc.) of the season established a 

new record early date for Missouri 19 Mar at a private residence in Greene 

Co (ph. †Linda Sala). The season’s high count of 3 came from their spring 

migration stronghold at Tower Grove 1 May (Jeffrey Blunt, Belinda 

Quimby, Scott Rackers).  To the west, where the species is much harder to 

locate, singles were in Texas, Ripley, Howell, Boone, and Callaway Cos 29 

Apr-7 May (m. ob.), and the most western sighting occurred at Lester Davis 

SF, Barton Co 3 May (Alex Marine). Fifteen Magnolia Warblers were 

tallied at Busch CA, St. Charles Co. 9 May (John Nash), and 18 were found 

the following day at Rock Bridge SP, Boone Co (Paul McKenzie, Pete 

Monacell). The highest Bay-breasted Warbler counts all came from 

eastern Missouri, with 4-6 at Tower Grove 12-14 May (Doug Corbett, m. 

ob.); 4 at Creve Coeur Lake, St. Louis Co 9 May (Bryan Prather); and 5 at 

Trail of Tears SP, Cape Girardeau Co 10 May (Alex Hopping, Bill Hopping). 

Three Chestnut-sided Warblers bathing in a creek together at Runge 

Conservation Nature Center, Cole Co 22 Apr was a bit early for the high 

number (Rhetta Jack). Similarly, 3 Blackpoll Warblers at Eagle Bluffs 23 

Apr was a relatively early count for multiple birds (Mark Haas, Greg 

Stoner). A male Black-throated Blue Warbler was at Tower Grove 30 

Apr (ph. m. ob.), and another male was there 10 May (Janis Valdes). The 



 

  

Page 208 THE BLUEBIRD 

 first of the season Palm Warbler (acc.) was early at Delaney Lake CA, 

Mississippi Co 1 Apr (ph. †Mark Haas). After that, this species had a good 

showing in the east, with the following high counts: 27 at Little Creve Coeur 

Lake, St. Louis Co 3 May (Jonah Eckels); 30 at River’s Edge Park, St. Louis 

Co 1 May (Louise Bilodeau); and 41-44 at Forest Park 3-6 May breaking the 

all-time highest count (Rad Widmer). Five Pine Warblers at Baskett 

Forest, Boone Co 4 Apr was a good count for central Missouri (ph. Paul 

McKenzie). An “Audubon’s” Yellow-rumped Warbler* was seen in 

Maryville, Nodaway Co 30 Apr (Todd Easterla, David Easterla). Two 

Prairie Warblers at Union Ridge CA, Sullivan Co were the most northern 

30 May (Jacob Melhuish, ph. Meredith Goggatt, Nicole Castaneda). A 

Black-throated Green Warbler at the Current River Pinery, Carter on 

the late date 30 May was unusual (Alex Marine). The highest Canada 

Warbler counts included 4 each at Cuivre River SP, Lincoln Co 14 May 

(Henry Gorski, Oliver Gorski, Theo Bockhorst, and Trevor Leitz); Weston 

Bend SP, Platte Co 17 May (Marky Mutchler); and Tower Grove 18 May 

(Ryan Andrews).  

 

A Western Tanager (acc.) was in Jefferson City, Cole Co 4 May (ph. 

†Curtis Ogg, Tricia Zachary). A male Blue Grosbeak at Little River CA, 

Dunklin Co tied the third-earliest Missouri record 12 Apr (Timothy Jones). 

Single male Lazuli Buntings stopped in Cass Co 5 May (Richard and Pat 

Glessner) and Lewis and Clark SP, Buchanan Co 8 May (W. Hartley). A 

well-described male Painted Bunting was third-earliest spring arrival 

record at a private residence, Barry Co 21 Apr. (Grant Lay). A high of 7 

males along Rozell Road, Taney Co 28 May was this season’s high count 

(David and Barbara Blevins). Away from expected locations, a female was at 

a feeder in Cape Girardeau Co 15-16 May (ph. Mark Haas, Dave 

Nussbaum), and an adult male was in Platte Co 3 May (ph. Todd 

McKenzie).    

 

eBird data and seasonal reports submitted from observers were the primary 

data sources for this report. Thank you very much to Mary Nemecek, Pete 

Monacell, Bill Rowe, and Mark Robbins for reviewing this document. Their 

comments and suggestions greatly enhanced the quality of the report. 
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 Birders’ Guide: 

Rotary Lake (Jackson City Park) 

Mark Haas 

88 acres, Cape Girardeau Co., DeLorme 58, F3 

GPS: 37.3912, -89.6710 

Owned by City of Jackson. For information, call 573-243-3568 

 

Directions: The lake is within the Jackson City Park. Entrances 

are on N High St, W Independence St, and N Union Ave. All birding 

within the park can be submitted to the Rotary Lake eBird Hotspot. 

 

ADA Information: An accessible fishing dock, on the west side of 

the lake atop Optimist Hill, is good for scanning the lake and 

shoreline trees. Birding by vehicle is possible along Mary St, 

Parkview St, N Union Ave, and the parking lots for the skate park 

and tennis courts. Sycamore St (0.3 miles long) on the site map does 

not carry vehicular traffic. It is wide, paved, and flat with good 

parking at each end. I would consider it accessible. There are two 

ADA accessible restrooms in the park. 

 

When to visit/species to expect: Three-acre Rotary Lake has a 

half-mile paved shoreline trail. Another 2.2 miles of paved trails and 

sidewalks course throughout the 88-acre park. Like many city parks, 

there is an abundance of mowed grass with scattered mature 

hardwood trees. Clusters of pines at a few locations provide some 

diversity. Also, Hubble Creek forms the east boundary of the park. 

In addition to waders in the creek, the riparian zone can be quite 

attractive to spring and fall migrants. 

 

Of the 145 species recorded here, 22 are warblers—mostly seen 

during spring migration. The warbler total could be higher, but this 

site is lightly birded. Some of the common woodland birds can be 

found here, including all of our resident woodpeckers. A walk 

around the lake in early summer should yield Baltimore Orioles, 

Eastern Kingbirds, Yellow-throated Warblers, a chorus of Warbling 

Vireos, and swallows over the water. 

 

In winter, you can expect Golden-crowned Kinglets, Yellow-rumped 

Warblers,  

Brown Creepers, and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. As winter 
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 progresses into March, it’s not unusual to see flocks of Rusty 

Blackbirds in the park. Among the year-round residents are Eastern 

Phoebe and Belted Kingfisher. Bald Eagles may be seen here 

throughout the year, but especially in winter as they perch around 

the lake in early morning when the park is relatively quiet. 

 

Features of interest to birders: It’s always a good strategy to 

walk around the lake at any time of year. Water can often bring you 

a surprise. The oak trees near the fishing dock will be productive for 

warblers in spring. Check out the sizeable pine stand on the east 

side. Then start a walk down Hubble Creek at the High St. bridge, 

where Barn Swallows often nest. Stay close to the bank and you can 

easily see down into the creek bed for waders.  

 

Check out the brushy areas, mostly on the other side of the creek, 

for sparrows in winter, White-eyed Vireos in summer, and migrants 

in spring and fall. Overhead, Great-crested Flycatchers, Blue-gray 

Gnatcatchers, and Northern Parulas are possible in summer. Slow 

down when you get to the open areas and ball fields on your right, 

because Mississippi Kites are likely any time from May through 

August.  

 

The streamside willows downstream of the Mary St. bridge are 

attractive to Yellow Warblers and other migrants in spring. Scan 

the trees thoroughly. Continue down the creek to Washington St. 

There is some good habitat here at the south end of the park. In 

winter, following this same route along the creek offers your best 

chance for Winter Wren. 

 

There is little shorebird habitat in the park, except for the rocky 

lake shoreline which can be good for Spotted Sandpipers. The lake 

will occasionally bring in a dabbling or diving duck, but their stay is 

usually short-lived, so you must be a little lucky to see one. 

 

Picnic Areas: Six picnic pavilions and scattered picnic tables 

elsewhere. 

 

Toilets: Five restrooms. Two are accessible. 

 

Camping: Prohibited. 

 

Hazards/Limitations: Rotary Lake is a fishing lake surrounded by 

a busy city park, with ball fields, tennis and basketball courts, 



 

 

Page 211 THE BLUEBIRD 

 swimming pool, and playgrounds. Numerous paved trails, including 

one around the lake, are attractive to walkers and runners.  

 

Nearby Birding Sites: Litz Park, Bollinger Mill SHS, Cape 

Girardeau Conservation Nature Center, South County Park, Cape 

Woods CA. 
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